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---------------------
It is a real pleasure for me to be here with you at the launch of this important event by the Breathing Life Trust at the Hellenic Centre. 
It is indeed an honour and a privilege for me that John Michael Mouskos invited me to attend and say a few words in support of the work of the Trust in Cyprus. 

As President of the Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom, which I represent here tonight, I appreciate and value the vital work of charitable community organisations such as this one and I want to take this opportunity to congratulate and thank John Michael Mouskos, the other Trustees of the Trust and, of course, all of the sponsors and supporters of this initiative which has been inspired and is driven, entirely, by the desire to improve the quality of life of children with breathing difficulties and to save the lives of children with very serious lung conditions in Cyprus.

Fate and, in many instances, the tragic events which followed the Turkish military invasion of Cyprus in 1974, have driven many of us to join the swelling ranks of the Cypriot diaspora, in this country, and elsewhere. But even though we may live thousands of miles away from the island, Cyprus and the Cypriot people will always have a special place in our hearts and in our minds.              

The admirable charitable example set by John Michael Mouskos, through his inspired leadership of the Trust, vividly illustrates the deep-routed emotional bond between us, the Cypriots of the United Kingdom, and our country of origin – our beloved Cyprus. For most of us, the invisible umbilical cord which links us to the island of our ancestors can never be severed.  
The opening, last month, of the new Breathing Life Lung Centre for Children, 'Ανάσα για Ζωή', at the Makarios III Hospital in Nicosia, which will cater for children of all ethnic backgrounds and will act as yet another bridge between the two communities on the island is an exceptional achievement made possible because of the altruism and self less dedication of John Michael Mouskos and of all those whom he has inspired to follow him.   
It was, therefore, with a sense of duty that I accepted John Michael’s invitation to be here with you this evening and it is with a feeling of pride that I am able to add my own voice in support of this outstanding cause.  
Once again, please accept my heartfelt congratulations for your successes to date and my warmest wishes for even greater achievements in the future.   And please be assured of my personal commitment to what you do as well as my willingness to help in whatever way I can.   
Thank you.
Peter Droussiotis 
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