PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS AT THE OPENING CEREMONY OF CRITON TOMAZOS EXHIBITION – THE GREEK CYPRIOT COMMUNITY TRUST – 30th OCTOBET 2009
It is with great pleasure that I welcome you all to the private view of this beautiful and inspiring retrospective exhibition of visual art by Criton Tomazos. 

It is indeed an honour and a privilege for me that Criton invited me to open this exhibition and to introduce him and his work tonight. 

Criton is an artist in the broadest sense of that word – he describes himself as a painter, architect, theatre designer, playwright, poet and art critic. Indeed, when reviewing his biography, one is struck by the multi-faceted artistic talent that he exhibits and by the very wide range of his artistic interests. Equally important to Criton’s life achievements, of which there are many, have been his quiet, pioneering zeal, as well as his personal and social values, which are reflected in many of his artistic and related initiatives. His career development to-date has been shaped by a plethora of such examples. 

His establishment of the Theatre for Mankind which will celebrate its 25th anniversary next year and Criton’s uninterrupted leadership of this voluntary, non-profit organisation since 1985, illustrate vividly the man’s love of the Arts but also his tenacity and his determination to present art in a social context and to reach out to ordinary people through the medium of the theatre and its may manifestations. 

Criton’s biography is, in fact, a lifelong progression in artistic learning and expression; which brings me to his visual art and the reason we are here tonight.   
I must admit immediately that I am no Art expert though I have always taken the view that the best and most effective visual art is the art which is appreciated and enjoyed by people like you and me. I am, of course, making the assumption that most of us here are not experts in the arts. 

Viewed from this perspective, I personally see in Criton’s art and in the diversity of colours, images and materials that he uses, an artistic intensity that resonates with my sense of Art as an expression of humanity and nature in all their forms. Yes, I appreciate the physical vitality of Criton’s work but I also search for the hidden, or perhaps not so hidden, meaning and for the moral dimension of his paintings and other objects.        

I am attracted to what seems to me to be the combination of the modern, the classical and the spiritual in Criton’s art. And I am inspired by the fact that, almost invariably, the human being appears to be at the centre of his artistic creations. To me, the deep humanity of the artist comes across as does his restlessness in trying to capture the essence of what it is to be human in an ever changing, diverse and dynamic world. And this leads me to conclude that I see a distinct philosophical dimension to Criton’s work – art as a depiction of natural and man-made images and as an expression of our imagination but also as an unending search for the truths and principles of what it is to be or what it means to know. I hope Criton will forgive me in saying that it is this, his creative instinct as a philosopher-artist, that appeals to me most about his work.                  
I hope that, like me, you will enjoy the diversity of Criton’s work and that you will find in his various artistic creations the deep meaning which these convey to me.      
It was with a sense of duty that I embraced Criton’s latest initiative and it is with a feeling of pride that I open this exhibition because this is yet another vivid example of the Greek Cypriot community’s valuable and significant contribution to the cultural wealth and vitality of this country and to the unique mosaic that is Britain today.  
I want to end by thanking the Greek Cypriot Community Trust for organising this event. I am well aware of the Trust’s valuable work in this area and of its support to many worthy Cypriot artists in the UK several of whom are here with us tonight. I want to take this opportunity to congratulate the Trust for its vital contribution to our community in this country. I hope and believe that its example should be emulated by others.       

Please take the time to enjoy the exhibition. 
Thank you for listening to me. 

Peter Droussiotis 

Federation President  

