President's Introductory Speech at Cyprus House of Commons Lobby Meeting – 6th July 2010
One Minutes silence for Rudi Vis
Your Excellency, Cyprus High Commissioner, Honourable Members of Parliament, Distinguished guests, Colleagues, Ladies and Gentlemen, 

The first thing I need to do as President of the Federation is to thank all of our parliamentary friends for sponsoring this event and enabling us to use the facilities at the House of Commons in order to mark the 36th anniversary of Turkey’s military invasion of Cyprus in 1974. 

I also to take this opportunity to congratulate all Members of Parliament who are here with us and who were re-elected or elected for the first time to the House of Commons in the general elections in May. 

I am delighted to see several new faces amongst you. 

We welcome you all and look forward to working with you in the years ahead.   

This is the fourth year in succession that I have the privilege to chair this annual event on behalf of the Federation but it pains me that yet another year has gone by with Cyprus still divided and with the scars of Turkey’s invasion and military occupation of the island’s northern part as deep and as painful as ever.

The emergence of Dr Dervis Eroglu, a well know hard liner, to the leadership  of the Turkish Cypriot community and his references to a two state solution are obviously discouraging but Turkey’s intransigent position is even more disconcerting because as we all know that is the country that makes all the big decisions in relation to Cyprus. 

Despite verbal assurances, the truth is that Turkey has so far refused to shift on issues of substance and this is the conclusion of the European Union – it is not simply a Greek C7ypriot view 

We all know that Turkey has so far chosen to ignore the requirements laid down by the European Union regarding its recognition of the R of C and its obligations to work proactively for a comprehensive settlement  based on EU principles and values. 

All of us appreciate Turkey’s strategic significance - the fact that it is Europe’s biggest emerging economy as the Foreign Secretary pointed out in his first keynote speech on UK foreign policy last week when h said that Britain will make a particular diplomatic effort to work with Turkey, starting with a major visit by the Turkish Foreign Minister to Britain this week at the Foreign Secretary’s invitation. 

But Turkey’s political and economic importance does not give it the right to seek to hold Cyprus and the Cypriot people hostage to its own geo-strategic interests 

And as British Cypriots we expect the United Kingdom to fulfil its special responsibilities in the relation to Cyprus, we expect William Hague to tell Turkey’s F Minster when he visits that Turkey must recognise the Republic of Cyprus, it must end the island’s military occupation and must work for a solution that respects human rights and fundamental freedoms and is based on UN resolutions and the principles of the EU and international law.   

Cyprus is a small island without the power and the resources at Turkey’s disposal – it needs to rely on democratic values,  international law and order and on  principled and influential friends who need to speak out for justice on the island.    

We therefore look to you, our friends in Parliament, to work with us for a free reunited Cyprus, to make sure that the Cyprus problem and it’s just resolution remain very high on HMG’s foreign policy agenda.    

Peter Droussiotis – 6th July 2009          
