Your Excellency, 

Your Eminence, 

Counsellor,  

Your Worshipful,

Councillors,
Distinguished Guests,  

Ladies & Gentlemen, 

It is with great pleasure that I accepted the Leader of Barnet Council Cllr Mike Freer’s invitation to this event.  
This is my first visit to Barnet Council following my election as President of the National Federation of Cypriots in the United Kingdom. 

I am proud of the important contribution that our community makes, in so many different ways, to the life and development of this wonderful area of North London and I am particularly pleased that the vibrant presence of our community here is recognised and valued by Barnet Council. 

I am well aware of the historic ties between the Council and the Cypriot community, reflected in the long standing relationship that the Council has with the municipality of the occupied town of Morphou, and I am thankful for the consistent positions of you Council in relation to the important issue of Cyprus. 

At a time when the British Government, unfortunately, appears to be bending over backwards to accommodate Turkey’s unacceptable policies on Cyprus*, we need all of our political friends from all parties in this country to speak out against the continuing occupation and division of the island, against the ‘desecration’ of Cyprus by Turkey, as Cllr Brian Coleman accurately pointed out in his recent article in the New Statesman, and which is so painfully depicted in Doros Partasides’s exhibition of photographs from the occupied area of Cyprus. 
I want to take this opportunity to thank Cllr Freer and all members of your Council for organising this event and, more importantly, for your principled stance and support in relation to the Cyprus issue which I hope will continue and become even more vocal in the future.
Thank you very much. 

* Note: Reference to provisions on Cyprus included in the UK-Turkey Strategic Partnership Agreement signed between the two countries in October 2007 

