H.E. The Ambassador of Turkey 

Mr Mehmet Yigit Alpogan  
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA
15th November 2009

Your Excellency,
This week has seen the commemoration of the twentieth anniversary of the fall of the Berlin wall. The fall of the wall which divided Berlin in two, and the spread of freedom and democracy on the European continent which this symbolised, are rightly a cause for joy and celebration.  

In stark contrast, 26 years after the unilateral declaration of independence by the unrecognised administration created by your country’s government in occupied northern Cyprus, the Turkish state continues to stand obstinately in the way of numerous United Nations resolutions and international law. The Berlin Wall fell twenty years ago, the entire world has moved on but, shamefully, Turkey’s intransigence over Cyprus remains as strong as it has always been. In more than thirty five years of illegal occupation, not a single practical concession has been made by Turkey in relation to Cyprus, not even during the last year of continuous negotiations between Cyprus President Demetris Christofias and Turkish Cypriot leader Mr Mehmet Ali Talat which are aimed at bringing the island’s division and the tragedy of all its people to an end.   

Despite the global refusal to recognise the so-called “TRNC”, Turkey steadfastly breaches international law through its military occupation of Cyprus’s northern part and continues to transfer Turkish mainlanders into the occupied area in order to make impossible the just and lasting settlement that Cypriots and the rest of the world seek. 

As France’s Europe Minister, Mr Pierre Lellouche, stated in Cyprus this week, a situation whereby Turkey seeks accession to the European Union but occupies the territory of an EU member state, cannot persist. Turkey must withdraw its troops from the northern part of Cyprus, account for Cypriots who went missing during its military invasion in 1974, cease the desecration of the cultural and religious heritage of the island, stop the exploitation of stolen Cypriot properties, open its ports and air space to Cypriot craft and work for a just and lasting settlement on the island in the interests of all Cypriots.  

To date, we note with regret and dismay that your government shows no indication of taking such an approach and instead appears determined to pursue negative and destructive policies aimed at making partition inevitable and permanent. In contrast, the Republic of Cyprus continues to act as the government for all Cypriots, providing health care, pensions and social welfare to Turkish Cypriots who are welcomed daily into the free areas of Cyprus. Your country’s unwillingness to respond positively shames Turkey and inevitably undermines your country’s European Union accession negotiations. 

For as long as Turkey refuses to work constructively for the end of the division of Cyprus and the creation of a bi-communal, bi-zonal federal state with a single sovereignty, one international personality and a single citizenship, your country’s aspiration to join the European Union will remain unfulfilled and Turkey’s relations with Europe permanently and adversely affected.        

The large and influential Cypriot community in the United Kingdom remains resolute in its belief that a reunited, really independent, bi-communal Cyprus, where the human rights of all Cypriots are safeguarded, is the only just future for the island and its people. 

We call upon you to take this representation to your government and demand recognition of the Republic of Cyprus,  due regard to the Ankara Protocol and the “Turkey Negotiating Framework” of the European Union, respect for the numerous UN Resolutions on Cyprus, and conformity with international law, global opinion on Cyprus and the principles of basic human rights. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President
