20th July 2008

Rt Hon Gordon Brown MP

Prime Minister 

10 Downing Street

London

SW1A 2AA

Dear Prime Minister,

Recent positive developments, following the election of Mr. Demetris Christofias to the Presidency of the Republic of Cyprus in February of this year, have given rise to renewed optimism that a solution to the island’s division may at long last be within our sights. 

It is in this spirit that thousands of Cypriots rally in London today to mark the 34th anniversary of the invasion of the island by the Turkish army and to urge Her Majesty’s Government to contribute constructively to efforts currently under way to reunite Cyprus. 
The realisation of our vision for a truly independent and reunited island, free from military occupation, will require a monumental political effort. As British Cypriots we have always taken the view that the British Government has a crucial supporting role to play in relation to Cyprus: as a guarantor power, as a permanent member of the UN Security Council and, of course, as a key country and Cyprus’s partner within the European Union.    
The Cypriot community here in the UK and, indeed, across the globe, was, therefore, encouraged by the provisions of the recent Memorandum of Understanding which you and President Christofias signed in London last month. We believe that the Memorandum correctly sets out the context within which a comprehensive and durable settlement of the Cyprus problem can be negotiated. 
We are at a critical moment in the history of the island, where failure to deliver results could set the cause of reunification back by a generation. We, therefore, urge you to ensure that Her Majesty’s Government remains focused on its own obligations and commitments as set out in the Memorandum of Understanding in the vital weeks and months which lie ahead.  Your and your government’s continued positive participation in this effort will be crucial to future progress, not least in view of the pressure which the UK can bring to bear on Turkey to ensure that country’s constructive engagement in this process.    
We ask you not to waver from the principles which should guide your and your government’s actions in relation to Cyprus and wish to remind you that after 34 years:

· The Republic of Cyprus, a full and equal member of the European Union as well as the Commonwealth, remains divided by force and blighted by the Turkish army of occupation. 
· Turkey continues to occupy the northern part of the island in breach of numerous United Nations Security Council resolutions and contrary to international and European Union law. 
· Hundreds of Cypriot people are still missing since Turkey’s invasion of the island and remain unaccounted for to this day with no justice for their relatives who want to know what happened to their loved ones.   
· The island’s cultural and religious heritage in the occupied areas is being actively desecrated and defiled.  
· More than two hundred thousand people are still refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties in the occupied area which the European Court of Human Rights has declared to be theirs by right.
· Turkey’s policy of colonisation continues unabated aimed at changing the demographic character of the island and complicating efforts to bring about the unity of the country in the interest of all Cypriots. 

· The occupied historic town of Famagusta stands empty, held prisoner by the Turkish army which refuses to allow its legal inhabitants to return, a tragic symbol of Turkey’s intransigence.     
We call upon you and your Government today to act in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal, federal Cyprus, a state with a single sovereignty, a single citizenship and a single international personality, where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

