Mr Atilay Ersan

Charge D’Affaire
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey

43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA
20th July 2007

Your Excellency,

This week, the people of Cyprus have regretfully seen the passing of yet another year since Turkey’s invasion of Cyprus and the start of the 34th year of an unjust and illegal occupation of a large portion of our island. 

Cyprus is a full EU member but breaches of international law still blight the island, UN resolutions continue to be contravened by troops from your country and the island’s cultural heritage in the occupied area is being actively defiled. Two hundred thousand people are still refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties in the occupied area which the findings of a recent European Court of Human Rights cases confirmed, as was obvious but often contested by Turkey, remain theirs by right.

Over 40,000 of Turkey’s troops occupy the invaded area whilst mainland Turks continue to be illegally settled there by your country as part of a deliberate policy intended to further complicate attempts to reach a just and lasting solution. Simultaneously, the government of the Republic of Cyprus governs in the interests of all Cypriots providing a generous budget to cater for the pensions, health care and social welfare of the increasing number of Turkish Cypriots who are being welcomed across the “Green Line”. The attitude of the government of the Republic of Cyprus is in stark contrast to Turkey’s intransigence and is indicative of the long-standing willingness of the Greek Cypriot side to compromise and accommodate in its pursuit of a settlement.  
The latest example of this is the Turkish side’s open disrespect for the “July 8th agreement” of last year which is being tiresomely demeaned by the Turkish side. That the latest meeting was cancelled on the grounds that a FIFA-banned football match with Luton Town FC had been called off would be laughable were the emotional stakes for the people of Cyprus not so high. Yet this, the cancellation of a football match that should never have been expected to take place, is used as an excuse to call off talks intended to create conditions for a sustainable dialogue leading to a solution and a united island. Such is the measure of the Turkish side’s reluctance to engage in serious efforts to resolve the island’s tragic and unacceptable division. 

Turkey continues to seek full membership of the European Union and it is, at last, becoming clearer across the continent that this aim is not one that can be achieved until Turkey accepts that regard for human rights and adherence to the basic principles upon which the European Union is founded, are essential prerequisites to accession. 

We call upon you and your country’s Government to start, without delay, to act in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal Cyprus where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded.

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis

President

