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This month marks the 33rd anniversary of the invasion of Cyprus by the Turkish army and people from the Greek Cypriot community in the United Kingdom have rallied today in Trafalgar Square in protest at the continuing occupation of a large part of their homeland. It is a sad testament to the lack of progress on the Cyprus problem that we are now lobbying the seventh British Prime Minister since the invasion of Cyprus in 1974. With the United Kingdom as a guarantor power, Her Majesty’s Government shares responsibility for the suffering of Cypriots under the continuing, unjust and illegal occupation of a large portion of their island.

Cyprus is a Commonwealth country and a full member of the European Union; yet, breaches of international law blight the island, UN resolutions continue to be contravened, people missing since Turkey’s invasion remain unaccounted for and the island’s cultural heritage in the occupied area is being actively defiled. More than two hundred thousand people are still refugees, unable to return to the homes and properties in the occupied area which the findings of a recent European Court of Human Rights case confirmed, as was obvious but often contested by Turkey, remain theirs by right.
Over 40,000 of Turkey’s troops occupy the invaded area whilst mainland Turks continue to be illegally settled there by Turkey as part of a deliberate policy intended to further complicate attempts to reach a just and lasting solution. Simultaneously, the government of the Republic of Cyprus governs in the interests of all Cypriots providing a generous budget to cater for the pensions, health care and social welfare of the increasing number of Turkish Cypriots who are being welcomed across the “Green Line”. The attitude of the government of the Republic of Cyprus is in stark contrast to Turkey’s intransigence and is indicative of the long-standing willingness of the Greek Cypriot side to compromise and accommodate in its pursuit of a settlement.  
The latest example of Turkish negativity is the Turkish side’s open disrespect for the “July 8th agreement” of last year; reached by President Tassos Papadopoulos and Turkish Cypriot leader Mehmet Ali Talat under UN auspices, this agreement laid down a process of bi-communal discussions on issues that affect the day-to-day life of the people on the island and those that concern substantive issues, but is now being deliberately undermined by the Turkish side in yet another attempt to torpedo efforts towards a solution. The latest meeting proposed by President Papadopoulos in order to boost prospects for serious negotiations was cancelled by the Turkish Cypriot regime in the occupied north, on the grounds that a football match between a Turkish Cypriot side and Luton Town Football Club had been cancelled. Football matches in the occupied area are unrecognised by FIFA and participating teams are punished with a hefty fine. Only Turkish football clubs break this ban and pay the fine intent on making a political statement. Luton Town FC, however, was unaware of the ban until shortly before the match and when it learned of it, it did the right thing and cancelled the proposed match. Yet this, the cancellation of a football match that should never have been expected to take place and which is banned by FIFA’s own rules, is now used as an excuse to call off talks intended to create the conditions for a sustainable dialogue leading to a solution and a united island. Such is the measure of Turkey’s reluctance to engage in serious efforts to resolve the island’s tragic and unacceptable division. 
Turkey continues to seek full membership of the European Union and it is becoming clearer across the continent that this aim can and should be used as a bargaining tool. Turkey must be made to understand and accept that regard for human rights and adherence to the basic principles upon which the European Union is founded, are the basic prerequisites to accession. As a minimum and so as to demonstrate its willingness to act in accordance with the norms and principles of the Union, Turkey should be required to open the ‘ghost’ town of Famagusta to its legal inhabitants and its air space and ports to all member states of the European Union, including Cyprus. 
People everywhere who seek an end to injustice and want the UK to demonstrate the ethical foreign policy that Labour promised in 1997 will have been heartened by your words when you assumed your duties as Prime Minister: that you will be guided by your moral compass. The moral dimension of the Cyprus problem is often obscured by those who want to portray the status quo as the inevitable consequence of an inter-communal dispute. But this is far from the truth. The problem of Cyprus centres on Turkey’s illegal invasion and continuing occupation of a large part of the island’s territory. One does not have to scratch the surface of the issue too much to find that there are clear rights and wrongs that can and must be resolved for the benefit of all Cypriots.  
We call upon you and your Government today to act in the interest of justice and to increase all efforts towards delivering a united, independent, bi-zonal, bi-communal Cyprus where the human rights of all Cypriots will be safeguarded.
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