H.E. The Ambassador of Turkey 

Mr Mehmet Yigit Alpogan  
Embassy of the Republic of Turkey
43 Belgrave Square

London

SW1X 8PA
15th November 2007

Your Excellency,  
Today marks the 24th anniversary of the Unilateral Declaration of Independence by the occupying regime in northern Cyprus. Since then, despite the global refusal to recognise the so-called “TRNC”, Turkey has steadfastly breached international law in occupying the area with its military and has supplanted Turkish mainlanders on the island in a manoeuvre designed to make impossible the solution that the rest of the world seeks. The Berlin Wall has fallen and the entire world has moved on in countless respects but, sadly, Turkey’s intransigence over Cyprus remains as strong and unbearable as ever. 
Turkey is seeking accession to the European Union but it is, at last, becoming clearer across the continent that this aim is not one that can be achieved until Turkey accepts that regard for human rights and adherence to the basic principles upon which the European Union is founded, are essential prerequisites to accession. Such adherence means that Turkey must withdraw its troops from the northern part of Cyprus, account for Cypriots still missing after more than 33 years, cease the desecration of the cultural and religious heritage of the island, stop the exploitation of stolen properties, open its ports and air space to Cypriot craft and work for a just and lasting settlement on the island in the interests of all Cypriots.  

Not only does your country’s government show no inclination to follow this path which would lead to a reunited island and peace and security for all Cypriots but, instead, seems determined to pursue negative and destructive policies aimed at making partition inevitable and permanent. 
Your government’s unacceptable policies contrast with unilateral measures adopted by the  government of the Republic of Cyprus which acts as the government for all Cypriots, providing health care, pensions and social welfare to the growing number of Turkish Cypriots being welcomed across the infamous ‘Green Line’ by their fellow Cypriots.  More than 60,000 Turkish Cypriots as citizens of the Republic of Cyprus, already have identity cards and passports issued by the Republic (i.e. EU passports) and are free to travel and settle anywhere in the free areas of the Republic and the rest of the European Union. In addition, close to 10,000 Turkish Cypriots with or without passports cross the Green Line for work in the free areas of the Republic every day and are able to earn salaries at levels enjoyed by other citizens of the Republic in the south. Your country’s unwillingness to respond positively only shames the record of Turkey in Cyprus and makes your country’s membership of the European Union even more remote.  

The Cypriot community in the United Kingdom remains resolute in its belief that a reunited, really independent, bi-communal Cyprus, where the human rights of all Cypriots are safeguarded, is the only just future for the island. 
We call upon you to take this representation to your Government and demand recognition of the Republic of Cyprus,  due regard to the Ankara Protocol of the European Union, respect for the numerous UN Resolutions on Cyprus, and conformity with international law, global opinion on Cyprus and the principles of basic human rights. 

Yours sincerely,

Peter Droussiotis
President
